
 Writing transcription - What Pupils need to know  

 

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high-quality texts 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 
Writing Content
  
 

 
 

Knowledge and Know Hows 

Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print has meaning 
 
Print can have different 
purposes 
 
 

Letters have names and 
corresponding sounds 
 
We can spell words by 
identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters 
 
Some words are harder to read 
and spell because they do not 
follow phonetic rules 
 
 

Names and order of the letters 
of the alphabet 
 
Spelling rules for adding –s or –
es 
 
Different letters belong to 
different handwriting ‘families’ 
and are formed in similar ways. 

New ways of spelling phonemes 
for which one or more spellings 
are already known, and learn 
some words with each spelling, 
including a few common 
homophones 
 
possessive apostrophe singular 
 
understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are 
best left unjoined 
 
 

Know-hows 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Use some of their print and 
letter knowledge in their early 
writing. 
 
Use large muscle movements to 
paint and make marks 
 
Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding pens 
and pencils 
 
Show a preference for a 
dominant hand 
 
Write some or all of their name. 
 
Write some letters accurately 

Form lower case and capital 
letters correctly 
 
Develop their small motor skills 
so that can use tools safely and 
confidently e.g. pencils for 
writing. 
 
Develop the foundations of a 
handwriting style which is fast, 
accurate and efficient 
 
Spell words by identifying the 
sounds and then writing the 
sound/s with letters. 
 
Re-read what they have written 
to check that it makes sense. 
 
Write short sentences with 
words with known sound-letter 

Name the letters of the 
alphabet in order  
 
Use letter names to distinguish 
between alternative spellings of 
the same sound 
 
Spell words containing each of 
the 40+ phonemes already 
taught  
 
Spell common exception words 
(harder to read and spell words) 
 
Spell the days of the week. 
 
Use prefix -un  
 
Use suffixes –s,-es, as the plural 
marker for nouns and the third 

Segment spoken words into 
phonemes and represent these 
by graphemes, spelling many 
correctly  
 
spell common exception words 
(harder to read and spell words) 
 
spell more words with 
contracted forms  
 
distinguish between 
homophones and near-
homophones 
 
add suffixes to spell longer 
words, including –ment, –ness, 
–ful, –less, –ly 
 



correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop. 

person singular marker for 
verbs 
Use prefix -un,   
Use -ing,-ed,-er, -est where no 
change is needed in the spelling 
of root words 
 
 
Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and common 
exception words taught so far 
 
Sit correctly at a table, holding a 
pencil comfortably and correctly  
 
Begin to form lower-case letters 
in the correct direction, starting 
and finishing in the right place  
 
Form capital letters  
 
Form digits 0-9 
 

apply spelling rules and 
guidance, as listed in English 
Appendix 1 
 
Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words 
using the GPCs, common 
exception words and 
punctuation taught so far 
 
Form lower-case letters of the 
correct size relative to one 
another  
 
Use some of the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters  
 
write capital letters and digits of 
the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and 
to lower case letters  
 
use spacing between words that 
reflects the size of the letters 

 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 
Vocabulary write, mark, hold, pencil, chalk, 

pen, paintbrush, draw, hold, up 
down, round, name, word 
 
 

Sound, phoneme, grapheme, 
digraph, trigraph, common 
exception words (harder to read 
and spell words) full stop, capital 
letter 

letter, capital letter, word, 
singular, plural, sentence, 
punctuation, full stop, question 
mark, exclamation mark 

noun, statement, question, 
exclamation, command, 
compound, suffix, tense (past, 
present), apostrophe, comma, 
segment, blend, homophone 

 

 

 

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts 

 Year 3 Year 5 



Year 4 Year 6 
Writing 
Content 

Knowledge and Know Hows 

Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand the use of further prefixes and suffixes and how to add 
them   
 
spell words that are often misspelt   
 
Possessive apostrophe with plural words including irregular plurals 
 
Homophones and near-homophones 
 
 

Understand the use of further prefixes and suffixes and the guidance for 
adding them 
 
continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which 
are often confused 
 
understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt 
specifically 

Know-hows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals 
and in words with irregular plurals 
 
use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary 
 
write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that 
include words and punctuation taught so far. 
 
use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 
left unjoined 
 
increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 
example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the 
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 
 

spell some words with ‘silent’ letters  
 
use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling 
 
use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or 
both of these in a dictionary  
use a thesaurus. 
 
write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:  
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding 
whether or not to join specific letters  
choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 
Vocabulary prefix, suffix, dictionary, apostrophe, possessive, regular, 

irregular 
 

morphology, etymology, thesaurus 

 

 


