Writing Composition - What Pupils need to know

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high-quality texts
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Knowledge and Know Hows

Knowledge Print has meaning Print has meaning Pupils should understand, Understand how different types
Print can have different Print can have different through demonstration, the of writing, including narratives,
purposes. purposes. skills and processes essential to are structured.

writing:
Sentences are made up of more Understand, through being
than one word and start with a thinking aloud as they collect shown, the skills and processes
capital letter and end with a full ideas essential to writing:
stop. thinking aloud as they collect
drafting ideas
drafting
re-reading to check their re-reading to check their
meaning is clear meaning is clear.
We can draw on and use new
vocabulary from our reading,
our discussions about it (one-to-
one and as a whole class) and
from our wider experiences.
Know-hows Be able to tell a long story Use new vocabulary through the | write sentences by: write narratives about personal

Verbally use longer sentences of
four to six words

Express a point of view and
debate when they disagree with
an adult or a friend, using words
as well as actions

Use talk to organize themselves
and their play

Spot and suggest rhymes

day

Articulate their ideas and
thoughts in well-formed
sentences

Connect one idea or action to
another using a range of
connectives

Describe events in some detail
Use talk to help work out

problems and organise thinking
and activities, and to explain how

saying out loud what they are
going to write about
composing a sentence orally
before writing it

sequencing sentences to form
short narratives

re-reading what they have
written to check that it makes
sense

discuss what they have written
with the teacher or other pupils

read aloud their writing clearly
enough to be heard by their
peers and the teacher.

experiences and those of others
(real and fictional)

write about real events

write poetry

write for different purposes (to
inform, to entertain, to instruct,
to persuade)

consider what they are going to
write before beginning by:
planning or saying out loud what
they are going to write about
writing down ideas and/or key
words, including new vocabulary




Use some of their print and
letter knowledge in their early
writing. For example: writing a
pretend shopping list that starts
at the top of the page; writing
‘m’ for mummy.

things work and why they might
happen.

Retell a story, once they have
developed a deep familiarity with
the text, some as exact
repetition and some in their own
words.

Use new vocabulary in different
contexts

encapsulating what they want to
say, sentence by sentence

make simple additions, revisions
and corrections to their own
writing by:

evaluating their writing with the
teacher and other pupils

re-reading to check that their
writing makes sense and that
verbs to indicate time are used
correctly and consistently,
including verbs in the
continuous form

proof-reading to check for
errors in spelling, grammar and
punctuation [for example, ends
of sentences punctuated
correctly]

read aloud what they have
written with appropriate
intonation to make the meaning
clear.

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts:

Vocabulary

story poem rhyme list

letter invitation sentence
retell fact label instructions
envelope stamp
instructions

traditional, non-fiction,
information, diary, inform,
recount, acrostic,
character,

describe, description,
postcard

a twist,

explanation,

first person, report,
persuade, cautionary tale,
fable, moral, process,
explain, setting description,
kenning




While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts

Year 3 Year 5
Year 4 Year 6
Writing Knowledge and Know Hows
Content Knowledge Understand a range of real purposes and audiences as part of their work | Understand, through being shown, the skills and processes essential for

across the curriculum.

The purpose and audience should underpin the decisions about the form
the writing should take, such as a narrative, an explanation or a
description.

writing:
thinking aloud to generate ideas, drafting, and re-reading to check that
the meaning is clear.




Understand, through being shown the skills and processes that are
essential for writing:

thinking aloud to explore and collect ideas, drafting, and re-reading to
check their meaning is clear, including doing so as the writing develops.

Pupils should be taught to monitor whether their own writing makes
sense in the same way that they monitor their reading, checking at
different levels.

Know-hows

Plan their writing by:

discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in
order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and
grammar

discussing and recording ideas

draft and write by:

composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue),
progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing
range of sentence structures (English Appendix 2)

organising paragraphs around a theme

in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot

in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for
example, headings and sub-headings]

evaluate and edit by:

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggesting improvements

proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency,
including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences

proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors

read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using
appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the
meaning is clear.

Plan their writing by:
identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research
where necessary

in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters
and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed
draft and write by:

selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such
choices can change and enhance meaning

in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
précising longer passages

using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across
paragraphs

using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text
and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points,
underlining]

evaluate and edit by:

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing

proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance
effects and clarify meaning

ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of
writing

ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and
plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and
choosing the appropriate register

proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors




perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume,
and movement so that meaning is clear.

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts:

Vocabulary

narrative,
non-chronological, syllable,
haiku, newspaper report,
journalist, brochure,
persuasive argument,
humour, similes, paragraph

interview, probing questions,
free verse, blog,
onomatopoeia, purpose,
advertisement,

metaphor, tension,
personification,
formal/informal tone,
biography, chronological
order, debate, motion, eye-
witness statement,
alliteration, balanced
argument, formal letter

colloquial, slang, bias,
tabloid, idiom, appropriate
tone, subvert, figurative
language, hyperbole,
flashback, exaggeration,
contrast, defence, in favour,
guote, discussion, supporting
argument




