
Knowledge History - What Pupils need to know  

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

History 
Content 

Knowledge and Know Hows 

Knowledge 

Know the 
members of 
their own 
family.  

History refers to 
things that have 
happened in the 
past 
History can be 
within their 
memory and earlier 
To know that 
everyday objects 
have changed over 
time.  

All About Me:  

To know that some changes occur within living 

memory.  

To know that life was different beyond living memory. 

To understand why people are older or younger than 

themselves. 

Explorers 

To understand that exploring takes different forms. 

To know that people all over the world can be 

explorers. 

 

Know the key dates of the Great Fire of London.  
Understand how the Great Fire of London started and 
why the fire spread so quickly. 
To know who Samuel Pepys is and why he is significant. 
To understand when the Great Fire occurred in relation 
to topics from Year 1. 
To know who Florence Nightingale, Edith Cavell and 
Mary Seacole were and understand and compare their 
contributions to modern hospitals.   
To know who Grace Darling was and understand the 

importance of her actions. 

Know How 

Recall events 
from their own 
experiences 

Describe events 
from their own 
history 
Comment on 
different events 
using images 
Describe their 
family and other 
familiar people 
Talk using the past 
tense 
Compare past and 
present based on 
own experiences 
and stories read in 
class 

To order pictures of toys to create a timeline.  
To describe similarities and differences between 
modern toys and Victorian toys.  
To use images and artefacts to learn about toys in the 
past. 
To understand the life of Queen Elizabeth II and her 
impact as a ruler of the United Kingdom. 
To name Tim Peake, Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock and 
Amelia Earhart. 
To use fact files and images to research Tim Peake, Dr 
Maggie Aderin-Pocock and Amelia Earhart. 
 

Compare the modern fire service and health services 
to those of specific time periods. (1666 & Crimean 
War) 
Generate questions about an unfamiliar person or 
event in history 
Use a timeline to order The Great Fire of London 
alongside events from Year One.  
Describe how the actions of Florence Nightingale, Edith 
Cavell and Mary Seacole have influenced modern 
nursing and hospitals. 
Compare changes in seaside holidays between 
Victorian times and the present day using pictures and 
artefacts. 
To explain the effects of Grace Darling’s actions on the 
present day RNLI. 

 

Vocabulary is cumulative and built upon each year 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 



History 
Vocabulary 

then, now, 
before, after,  
 

past, present, 
change, family, 
mother, father, 
sister, brother, baby 
child, adult, memory, 
history,  

new, old, past, present, same, different, similar, 
Queen Elizabeth II, royal family, United Kingdom, 
significant, contribute 

century, decade, approximately, before, current, 
modern, Victorian, Crimean War, medicine, nursing, 
treatment, soldiers, hospital, seaside, compare, 
artefacts, order 

 

 

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

History 
Content 

Knowledge and Know Hows 

Knowledge 

• Know that there were different 
religious practices across 
prehistoric British and non-British 
civilisations.  

• Understand how the discovery 
and trade of materials from the 
European continent impacted 
upon studied civilisations.  

• Explore theories of architectural 
construction in prehistoric British 
and Egyptian civilisations. 

• Children will develop their 
chronological understanding by 
ordering dates and events across 
BCE and CE. 

•  Children will be able to explain 
how trade across Europe 
impacted Britain at the time.  

• Children will make comparisons 
between early civilisations and 
classical civilisations. 

• Children will develop their 

understanding of Central 

American civilisations and make 

comparisons to other civilisations.  

• Children will explore the impact 

of the Victorian era and industrial 

revolution on the local area. 

• Understand how crime and 

punishment has changed from 

medieval Britain to modern day. 

 

• Children will extend their 

understanding of longitudinal 

studies by exploring the impact of 

a significant ruler on religion and 

law. 

• Children will understand how 

Classical European civilisations 

have impacted modern society.  

• Children will explore a key event 

within modern worldwide history.  

Know Hows 
 

• Order key events of early British 
and Egyptian civilisations 

• Describe how houses, tools, 
weapons, and lifestyles changed 
in prehistoric British and Egyptian 
civilisations.  

• Children will be able to explore 
roles in society and compare 
between different civilisations. 

• Use a range of historical sources 
to explore and understand early 
civilisations. 

 

• Describe how military conquests 
changed societal structures, 
cities, infrastructure religion and 
architecture in Classical Britain 

• Will use a range of primary and 
secondary historical sources to 
gather evidence about Classical 
Britain. 

• Children will be able to complete 

a longitudinal study of Crime and 

Punishment. 

• Children will be able to directly 

compare three early civilisations. 

• Children will record the causes 

and consequences of changes in 

Victorian Britain. 

• Children will complete a 

longitudinal study based on a 

significant historical location in 

our area. 

• Children will be able to analyse 

how a range of early and Classical 

civilisations shaped modern day 

Britain.  

• Children will analyse primary and 

secondary historical sources and 

understand the concept of bias. 

 



Vocabulary is cumulative and built upon each year 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 

History 
Vocabulary 

Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age: 
nomad, hunter-gatherer, 
settlement, Celtic, chronology, 
archaeologist, ancient,  
 
Ancient Egypt: 
afterlife, hierarchy, hieroglyphics,  
pyramids, mummification, pharaoh, 
religion, sarcophagus, society, 
temples, tomb,  

Romans: 
amphitheatre, aqueduct, 
chronological, civilisation, cohort, 
emperor, freeman, forum, Gaul, 
gladiator, hierarchy, patricians, 
plebeians, slave, trade,  
 
Vikings: 
barbarian, invader, Jarls, Karls, 
kings, loom, longboat, runes, 
Scandinavia, society, pilgrimage,  

Victorian Leeds: 
British Empire, cholera, conditions, 
factory, legacy, industrial revolution, 
mill, population, reign, slums, 
workhouse,  
 
Maya: 
Chichen Itza, circa, culture, deities, 
demise, economy, merchant, 
Mesoamerica, polytheists,  
 
Crime and Punishment: 
court, crime, culprit, judge, justice, 
legacy, rehabilitation, suspect, trial, 
victim 

World War II: 
Chamberlain, Churchill, Hitler, Nazi, 
evacuation, rationing, air-raid, Blitz, 
defend, economy, invasion, military, 
prime minister, rural, urban, shelter,  
 
Ancient Greece: 
Acropolis, Pantheon, Alexander the 
Great, agora, Athens, Archaic Period, 
archaeologist, artefacts, century, city-
state, Classical Period, democracy, 
Hellenistic Period, hierarchy, legacy, 
society, 
 
Kirkstall Abbey and the Tudors: 
abbey, Catholic, continuity, 
disillusion, monarch, monk, 
parliament, period, Protestant. 

 

 


