
 Art - What Pupils need to know  

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Art Content Knowledge and Know Hows 

Drawing: Know how to use 
crayons, chalks and pencils to 
draw signs and symbols.  
 
Painting: Know how to paint 
using straws, rollers and 
paintbrushes to make small 
and large signs and symbols.  
 
Collage: Know how to use 
tissue paper, pipe cleaners, 
pompoms, lollipop sticks and 
matchsticks to create a picture, 
discussing colour and texture.   
 
Printing: Know how to print 
using hands, feet, fruit, leaves 
and other natural materials. 
 
Sculpture: Know how to handle 
and manipulate playdough and 
wooden blocks to create 
shapes. 
 
 

Drawing: Know how to use 
crayons, chalks, pastels and 
pencils to draw a self-portrait 
using marks, lines and curves.  
 
Painting: Know how to use 
different size paint brushes to 
spread paint exploring primary 
colours.  
 
Collage: Know how to handle 
and manipulate thread, cotton 
and wool to weave. 
 
Printing: Know how to printing 
2D/3D shapes in different sizes 
using block prints. 
 
Sculpture: Know how to 
handle, feel and manipulate 
salt dough to create a 
decoration.  
 

Drawing: Know how to draw a 
self-portrait from photograph 
observation, controlling the 
types of marks with pastels, 
pencils, charcoal.  Know how to 
draw self-portraits using lines 
and dots to demonstrate 
pattern and texture. Draw 
minibeasts from imagination 
and produce a range of 
patterns on minibeasts.  
 
Painting: Know how to mix 
primary and secondary colours 
to create flowers. Know how to 
use water colours and poster 
paint with 3 different brushes 
sizes to create self-portraits. 
Know how to use warm and 
cold colours to self-portraits in 
the style of Frida Kahlo. 
 
Printing: Know how to identify 
printing in books, newspapers, 
fabric and wallpaper. Know 
how to create patterns and 
pictures by take rubbings from 
leaves, coins and tree bark to 
create texture. Know how to 
use sponges, reels and fruit to 
print pictures. Know how to 
use Styrofoam to create an 
impressed print.  

Drawing: Know how to sketch 
to make records of 
architectural buildings of 
modern and ancient London, 
cityscapes of Leeds and African 
animals. Know how to use tone 
by drawing light/dark lines 
using pencils to draw Tudor 
buildings from the Great Fire of 
London. Know how to use 
texture to create different and 
an expanding range of patterns 
to create African masks.  
 
Painting: Know how mix a 
range of secondary colours to 
create a colour wheel linked to 
The Great Fire. Know how to 
create tertiary colours to create 
African artwork. Know how use 
warm colours to create fiery 
night and cold colours create a 
starry night. Know how to talk 
about why they have selected 
colours for their artwork.  
 
Collage: Know how to cut, tear 
and fix tissue paper, card and 
cellophane to create the Great 
Fire. Know how to fold, 
crumple, and overlap paper. 
Know how to use scissors in a 
controlled way to cut with 



 
Sculpture: Know that natural 
and human materials can be 
used to create sculpture. Know 
how to create sculpture using 
natural materials in the style of 
Andy Goldsworthy. Know how 
to create models of minibeasts 
from imagination and from 
observation. Know how to use 
clay to create a minibeast using 
pattern and texture. Know how 
to join together and apply 
decorative techniques to create 
minibeasts using paper, 
cardboard, buttons and pipe 
cleaners.   
 
Collage: Know how to use a 
range of cutting, tearing and 
fixing techniques to create a 
minibeast picture. Know how 
to use scissors in a controlled 
way. Know how to fold, 
crumple, tear and overlap 
papers to create a minibeast. 
Know how to use PVA glue, 
cello tape, blue tack and glue 
sticks, deciding on the most 
effective for given task.   

accuracy. Know how to decide 
on the most effective adhesives 
for a given task. 
 
Printing: Know how to discuss 
printed forms in everyday life 
and consider how processes 
have changed over time. Know 
how explore repeated printing 
using sponge and other 
objects. Know how to explore 
and create relief printing using 
string and card. Know how to 
develop an impressed image 
using Styrofoam.  
 
Sculpture: Know that natural 
and human made materials can 
be used to create sculpture. 
Know how to discuss the work 
of sculptures and use these to 
inspire their own ideas and 
designs.  
 
 
 

 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 

Art Vocabulary signs, symbols, print, mark, 
create, colour 
 

curves, lines, thick, thin, cotton, 
wool, squash, bend, twist,  

sculpture, model, 3D, shape, 
natural, printing, Pop Art, 
primary colours, secondary 
colours, thick, thin, narrow, 
sweep, dab, line shape, cutting, 

primary colours, secondary 
colours, shape, pattern, print, 
relief print, impressed image, 
twist, snip, layer, crumple, 
sculptor, tribal art, 3D, tertiary 
colours, colour wheel,  



rolling, pinching, kneading, clay, 
wire, recycle, manipulate,  

 

 

While some elements will be taught discretely most will be taught through topics or themes linked to high quality texts 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Art Content 
 
 

Knowledge and Know Hows 

Drawing: Know how to use 
various pencils to sketch 
Canopic jars as well as 
mountain and river landscapes. 
Know how to develop ideas 
from reviewing information 
and record in sketchbooks. 
Know how to create initial 
sketches for painting 
mountains and rivers. Know 
how to discuss shadows, light 
and dark. Know how to draw 
cave art from observation and 
imagination.  

 
Painting: Know how to create 
colour using oil pastels, crayons 
and skin tone pencils for cave 
art. Know how to create colour 
using pastels to create 
landscapes. Know how to use 
primary colours to mix darker 
and lighter browns without 
using black or white. Know how 
to mix colour to use for our 
cave art creation by using tint, 
shade and tone. Know how to 
make tints of one colour by 
adding white to create a 
landscape. Know how to make 

Drawing: Know how to create 
accurate observational drawing 
of Roman architecture and 
identify and draw the effects of 
light. Know how to create 
Viking portraits considering 
scale and proportion. Know 
how to collect and record visual 
information as well as plan and 
collect materials about Roman 
Mosaics, Natural Disasters and 
Vikings. Know how to work on 
a variety of scales including A3, 
A4, A5, A6. 
 
Painting: Know how to observe 
colour in natural disaster 
artwork and suggest why it has 
been used. Know how to 
explore painting techniques 
using acrylic, poster and water 
colours. Know how to use 
independently choose the right 
paint for natural disaster 
artwork. Know how to select 
colour to reflect mood within a 
portrait. Know how to explore 
brush strokes (wide & thin, 
dashes, spirals, long, waves, 
dots, squares, triangle) and 

Drawing: Know how to work in 
a sustained and independent 
way to create accurate and 
detailed drawings of intricate 
patterns and rainforest artwork 
including line, tone, pattern 
and texture. Know how to draw 
from different viewpoints 
considering horizon lines using 
natural landscapes and begin 
to consider perspective, 
focusing on jungle animals. 
Know how to use shading 
techniques including hatching, 
scumbling, stippling, cross-
hatching and blending to create 
rainforest art. Know how to 
work from observation and 
photographs to develop their 
own work. 
 
Painting: Know how to make 
and discuss hue, tint, tone, 
shade and mood to create their 
rainforest artwork. Know how 
to mix colours, shades, tones, 
tints with confidence, building 
on previous knowledge. Know 
how to select colour for 
purpose explaining choices 

Drawing: Know how to draw 
for a sustained period of time 
over a number of sessions to 
create World War 2, Street Art 
and Ancient Greek artwork. 
Know how to use tone in 
drawings to achieve depth in 
their WW2 art. Know how to 
develop drawing with 
perspective and focal points for 
their street art in the style of 
Banksy. Know how to adapt 
drawing according to 
evaluation and discuss further 
developments in sketchbooks. 
 
Painting: Know how to select 
colour to express feelings in 
WW2 artwork and Street Art. 
Know how to discuss 
harmonious and contracting 
colours and their placement on 
the colour wheel with a focus 
on Keith Haring. Know how to 
purposefully control the types 
of marks, brushstrokes used to 
create effect using acrylic and 
water coloured paints. Know 
how to use colours and 
brushstrokes to create 



controlled marks to create a 
certain mountain or river effect 
in the style of David Hockney or 
Monet.  
 
Sculpture: Know how to plan, 
shape and mould a Canopic jar 
using clay. Know how to roll, 
pull, pinch, smooth, join and 
create holes in clay. Know how 
to produce intricate surface 
patterns through carving clay. 
Know how texture, form and 
shape can be transferred from 
2D to 3D.   
 
 

why/when they might be used. 
Know how to use correct 
sweeping motion to paint. 
 
Collage: Know how to 
experiment with a range of 
collage techniques including 
tearing, overlapping and 
layering to create an image 
using card.   
 
 

using annotations in 
sketchbooks. Know how colour 
can be used to express ideas, 
feelings and mood. Know how 
to confidently control marks 
and experience with different 
effects and textures.  
 
Sculpture: Know that a range 
of media can be selected due 
to their properties to create 
masks. Know how to research 
and discuss the ideas of 
sculptures to create Mayan 
masks using modroc.  
 
Textiles: Know how to 
experiment with dying fabric 
using tie dye. Know how to 
experience with combining 
techniques to create 
Guatemalan worry dolls 
engaging in research and 
exploration to develop their 
own personal ideas.  
 
Printing: Know how to 
experience in combining 
printings through practising 
using Styrofoam. Know how to 
overlay colours using multi-
layer block printing including 
foam and lino printing to print 
a tote bag in the style of 
William Morris. Know how to 
explore, experiment, plan and 
collect materials for future 
work.   

atmosphere and light effect. 
Know how use wax resist in the 
style of John ‘JonOne’ Perello.  
 
Sculpture: Know how to 
confidently carve clay to create 
masks from Ancient Greece. 
Know different ways of 
finishing clay masks including 
smooth, prime, paint and 
varnish. Know how to 
recognise sculptural forms in 
the environment and use these 
as inspiration for their own 
work.  
 
Digital Media: Know how to 
use digital media as a means of 
extending work from initial 
ideas to create images for their 
WW2 artwork. Know how to 
present personal ideas and 
choices using a range of digital 
media.  
 
Printing: Know how to use 
Thermofax screens to explore 
screen printing on paper and 
fabric. Know how to combine 
different printing techniques 
within the same piece of 
artwork.  



 

In acquiring the above knowledge, learners would be expected to use and understand the following vocabulary in a range of contexts: 
Art Vocabulary landscapes, shadow, light, dark, 

tone, darker, lighter, tint, 
shade, shape, mould, roll, 
pinch, smooth, join, texture, 
form, 2D, 3D 

scale, proportion, Mosaic, 
techniques, acrylic, mood, 
brush strokes, overlapping, 
tearing, 

intricate pattern, tone, line, 
pattern, texture, perspective, 
hatching, scumbling, stippling, 
cross-hatching, blending, 
shade, tones, tie dye, lino 
printing,  

perspectives, focal points, 
street art, acrylic, water colour, 
harmonious, contracting, carve, 
wax resist, smooth, prime, 
varnish, Thermofax screens,  

 


